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ZEN MASTER WU BONG

Chogye Order in Korea is observing the development of the KUZ School in the West 
carefully.  Often the tendency after the death of the Kun Sunim or Patriarchal Teacher is that 
many people leave.  The KUZ school continues to exist.  Wu Bon SSN has been invited to 
stay in a  large temple in Korea, which might not have occurred one year ago and he sees this 
as a step towards the Kwan Um Zen School connecting with the Chogye Order in Korea 
slowly but surely.  Both sides can definitely benefit from each other.

ZEN MASTER BON YO

Paris Zen Center has no residents at the moment. The second level of the Zen Center is up 
for sale.  Abbot Federico is working strongly with the Union Bouddhist de France.  Federico 
will be teaching sutra classes.

ParticiPants

GuidinG teachers rePort

Zen Master Wu Bong
Zen Master Bon Shim
Zen Master Bon Yo
Mukyong JDPSN
Chong An Sunim, JDPS
Andrzej Piotrowski JDPSN
Muchak JDPSN
Jo Potter JDPSN

Visiting teacher:
Zen Master Dae Jin (Mu Sang Sa)

Absent:
Hyon Gak Sunim JDPS
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ZEN MASTER BON SHIM

Warsaw Zen Center will be working out a financial plan to raise the money needed to 
rebuild the robe room.  The Kyol Che went very well.  Bon Shim SSN asks the teachers to 
book early regarding the teaching schedule.  The new teachers room is wonderful!

CHONG AN SUNIM, JDPS

• Baja Zen Group has new members.  
• At WKS the new meditation hall is being completed. The roof will be completed 

during the last part of Winter Kyol Che. It will accommodate 31 people for Kyolches 
or bigger retreats.  Chong An SN expects that Winter Kyol Che will take place in 
the new building.  All teachers are invited to teach during the Winter Kyol Che. Zen 
Master Soeng Hyang will be teaching one week of the Winter Kyol Che and Zen 
Master Wu Bong will be teaching the last week! 

• A 49-day kido at WKS is scheduled to start on the 24th of October 2009. 
• Summer Kido had a total of 31 participants.  
• Martin Roell has become Haeng Ja (Soen Kwang). 
• Lukas and Neta celebrated their marriage vows with a marriage ceremony at WKS!

ANDRZEJ PIOTROWSKI, JDPSN

• 30 participants attended the long retreat in Lithuania this year!
• Abbot in Vilnius has resigned due to work reasons. A new abbot is being searched for.  

MUKYONG JDPSN

• The German Sanghas will be restructuring their bylaws and a new Board of Directors 
will be voted in November 2009 at the yearly meeting of the members.  

• The financial books have been given to a professional tax accountant outside of the 
Sangha.  
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• Wilfried Rahn is coming on board in the position of office manager for the German 
Sangha main administration office.  

• Bad Brahmstedt under the leadership of Uwe Schmidt has opened a beautiful new Zen 
Dharma Room. The opening ceremony was attended by the three German JDPSs.  

• A new Dharma room is appearing in Hamburg in the atelier of Sung Yon Lee.

HYON GAK SUNIM, JDPS

Sent a letter to the teachers group excusing his absence from this meeting.  He writes that 
the Munich  Sangha is now searching for a better place to practice in.  At the moment they 
are in a small apartment. Several retreats have been held, including a ceremony to bless the 
Buddha.  One Zen Student is working on translating “Wanting Enlightenment is a Big 
Mistake.” into German. Sunim feels that KUZ School is facing difficulties in establishing 
roots in Norway but he continues to try.
 

MUCHAK JDPSN 

As the National Abbot for the German Sangha, she initiated the action for German 
Sanghas to consider and select new guiding teachers.  Additionally she is organizing the 
yearly Dharma Teacher Training weekend scheduled to take place in the Berlin ZZ the last 
weekend of October. 

JO POTTER JDPSN

Has been working since last May as the Abbess for KUSZE.  The intense amount of work 
has been possible only as a result of strong support from the members of the KUSZE Office. 
She has been working mainly on European KUZ issues such as budget, legal issues for the 
KUZE, Internet representation, membership growth ideas, structuring the European Sangha 
Weekends, and finding new ways to support all the Sanghas in Europe.
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INKA

Two new teachers – JDPSNs- received Inka:   
Bogusia Malinowska JDPSN from London and Oleg Suk JDPSN from Slovakia.

 
 

  

ZEN MASTER SOENG HYANG ON “PARAMITA TOUR” IN EUROPE

KUSZE European Office is organizing a tour by Zen Master Soeng Hyang in Europe for 
one month in January and February 2010. She will visit 9 European Sanghas, give talks on 
six paramitas and lead retreats, including one week of Winter Kyol Che at WKS.  The tour 
schedule and details can be easily followed on www.paramita-tour-2010.org.  You can find the 
tour schedule and the travel expense coverage in attachments A and B.  We will be sending 
further information in an separate e-mail to the entire Sangha. Co-ordinator of this project is 
Katka Grofova. If you have any questions please write her at office@kwanumeurope.org.

WWSF 2009 IN INDIA

Senior Dharma Teacher Carlos Montero in the USA and Senior Dharma Teacher 
George Hazelbauer in Europe will be working doing the preliminary work.  All ideas are 
welcome.

inKas, instaLLations, chanGes, etc.

uPcoMinG eVents
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NEXT EUROPEAN SANGHA WEEKEND - SPRING 2010

The next European Sangha Weekend will be held in Won Kwang Sa, Hungary, from  
April 2 - 5, 2010. There will be 3 days scheduled for meetings, discussions, workshops for the 
entire Sangha - teachers and students together.

OPENING CEREMONY AT WON KWANG SA TEMPLE

The official opening of the Dharma room will be at 10 am, Sunday April 4th, 2010. 
Many guests from all over the world including Korea will take part. Everybody is cordially invited!
More information will be available at www.wonkwangsa.net in the near future.

SANGHA WEEKEND TOUR

After the Sangha Weekend at Won Kwang Sa the Sangha is invited for a tour (WKS -> Budapest 
-> Vienna -> Brno -> Praha -> Bratislava -> Budapest). The tour will start on April 5th and end on 
April 12th in Bratislava, where we will celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Slovakian Sangha.

LEADERSHIP STRUCTURE OF THE KUSZE

The teachers recognize the usefulness and necessity of setting up a transparent and easy to 
follow structure for the leadership of the KUZ Sanghas.  After many months, indeed years of 
discussion including Student input, the teachers are finalizing the leadership structure which 
they feel will include space for everyone to take responsibility for our European Sanghas. 
Please find the currently agreed structure in Attachment C.

euroPean oFFice rePort
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“KUSZE ORGANIZATION BOOK “ FOR THE SANGHA

A book of organization is being put together in a continued move to create easy access for the 
Sanghas regarding organizational issues and questions. 

The book will include:
• Leadership structure for the European KUZ School
• Job descriptions for all positions of the leadership structure
• Ethics Code and the formation of an Ethics Committee
• All issues pertaining to the legal “umbrella” or legal entity
• Chart of organization of the KUZ School in Europe, Russia and Israel

ESTABLISHING A LEGAL CONNECTION BETWEEN 
THE SANGHAS IN EUROPE, RUSSIA AND ISRAEL

The members of the European KUZ Office are researching ways to form a legal  umbrella to 
connect the Sanghas in Europe, Russia and Israel.  At the moment two ways have been found.  
One is a legal structure offered in Brussels being researched by Koen Vermeulen and the other  
is a legal structure offered in Germany being researched by Jo Potter JDPSN.  
The advantages of such an umbrella include the KUZ Sanghas being represented as one entity 
in a serious and acknowledged way as we would be backed by the regulations of such a legal 
construction.  Other advantages: Official fundraising, hiring people to work officially for the 
European KUZ school.  The research is not finished but the KUZE Office members hope to have 
this ready for the teachers’ approval within the next few months.

KUSZE FINANCIAL PLAN

An official bank account has been opened in Berlin for the KUSZE. It is established for financial 
transactions having to do only with European Sangha issues.  

We will send you exact bank account details in an separate e-mail.
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This bank account is totally separate from the other German accounts and exists only for the 
European Kwan Um School of Zen. When the KUZ Europe legal umbrella is set up, the account 
name will change to Kwan Um School of Zen Europe.  At the moment the bank account exists 
under the KUZ German Non-Profit Organization.
  
Budget report included the costs of:

Start up Dharma items for new groups and for existing groups       500 Euros
Yearly website costs                 130 Euros
Virtual Sangha costs yearly                    47 Euros
Office Supplies yearly              300 Euros
Printing costs for leaflets                300 Euros
Fees for establishing a legal entity           about 1000 Euros

*This report has been prepared for you by Jo Potter, JDPSN 
  and has been approved by Zen Master Wu Bong.
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